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We are concerned about the growing shortages of generic drug products - some of which 
have been available in Canada for four decades or more. They include prochlorperazine 
(Stemetil), tetracycline, metaclopromide (Maxeran), amitryptiline (Elavil)-reliable 
drugs that have withstood the test oftime as effective, safe and affordable. Is aspirin 
next? 

Pharmacists tell us that they don't know why the drugs are unavailable. Some 
cite the closure of a American manufacturer for "not being up to standard." Others opine 
that the substrates originating from Asia are difficult to find for some obscure reason that 
did not affect a more closed trading era in the past. Still others suggest that interest in 
stocking these remedies declined with the recent change in the Ontario drug law curbing 
the cost of generics; they go so far as to suggest that certain pharmacy retail chains 
influence the stock of their wholesalers. We cannot help but wonder if big pharma is 
somehow behind this vanishing of cheaper remedies--especially when a more expensive 
substitute is recommended. 

What is happening? Someone knows the answer. If the Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers of Canada continues in its claim that drugs are a good way to save on 
health care costs, then it needs to be working quickly to make these reliable, affordable 
remedies available once again. And government needs to ensure that it does and that the 
causes of these shortages are not criminal. 

Citizens deserve an explanation and our patients deserve the benefiLofthes.e--. 
remedies. 
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